Art & Design Policy
Treeton Primary School
1. Rationale and Aims
At Treeton Primary School, we believe that high-quality art education develops creativity, confidence, cultural awareness and the ability to think critically. Art is valued as both a practical and intellectual subject, enabling pupils to express ideas, develop technical skills, and understand the world around them through visual language.
Our Art curriculum has been carefully designed by the school to establish firm foundations and ensure clear progression in:
· Drawing
· Painting
· Sculpture
· Collage
· Printing
This curriculum is not based on a single commercial scheme. Instead, it has been intentionally constructed to support the progressive development of artistic skills, vocabulary, knowledge and evaluation, in line with the National Curriculum and Ofsted’s Art & Design Research Review.
Our aims are to ensure that all pupils:
· Develop strong technical control across a range of media
· Build secure knowledge of artistic elements such as tone, form, texture, composition and colour
· Learn to analyse, discuss and evaluate artwork using accurate vocabulary
· Experience a broad and diverse range of artists, styles and cultural traditions
· Leave primary school confident, skilled and articulate artists
2. Curriculum Intent
The intent of the Art curriculum at Treeton Primary School is to deliver a skills-led, knowledge-rich and inclusive curriculum that enables pupils to master key artistic techniques and understand how artists use these skills to communicate meaning.
We prioritise:
· Progressive skill development, not one-off outcomes
· Explicit teaching of drawing, painting, sculpture, collage and printing
· Repeated practice of core techniques such as tone, mark-making, form and composition
· Strong links between making, thinking and talking about art
Artist study is used purposefully to support skill development and cultural capital, rather than as an isolated activity. Pupils are introduced to a diverse and carefully selected range of artists, designers and artistic traditions, including artists from different cultures, historical periods, genders and backgrounds. Through this, pupils develop an understanding of how art reflects society, identity, belief and place. Learning is sequenced so that pupils revisit artists and ideas with increasing depth, enabling them to make meaningful connections between artistic techniques, cultural context and artistic intent.
3. Curriculum Implementation
Curriculum Structure
Art is taught through carefully sequenced units across the year, supported by a long-term plan that ensures balanced coverage of all five strands. Units are structured to:
· Introduce new skills in small, manageable steps
· Revisit and strengthen previously taught techniques
· Build towards a final outcome that demonstrates mastery
· Include opportunities for evaluation and reflection
Sketchbooks are used consistently across the school to document:
· First impressions and artist analysis
· Technical practice and experimentation
· Planning and annotation
· Evaluation and reflection
Alongside sketchbooks, pupils regularly complete doodle dictionaries as part of Art lessons. These are short, focused drawing activities designed to develop fine motor control, confidence with tools, and fluency in mark-making. Doodle dictionaries allow pupils to practise lines, shapes, patterns, tone and texture in a low-stakes way, supporting readiness for more complex drawing tasks. These activities are used consistently across the school to strengthen pencil control, support handwriting development, and embed key drawing techniques through repetition.
Drawing
Drawing is a core discipline within the curriculum and is prioritised across all phases.
Pupils progressively develop:
· Pencil control and fine motor skills
· Understanding and use of tone (light and dark)
· Mark-making techniques (hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, blending)
· Form, proportion, perspective and movement
· Observational and imaginative drawing
A strong emphasis is placed on tone as a unifying concept, with pupils using pencil dictionaries and doodle dictionaries to support technique selection, confidence and independence. Drawing skills are revisited regularly to ensure retention and fluency.

Painting
Painting builds directly on drawing knowledge and focuses on:
· Colour mixing (primary, secondary and beyond)
· Brush control and mark-making
· Texture, layering and pattern
· Use of tone and contrast
· Stylistic understanding through artist study
Pupils learn to paint with increasing control and intention, using painting dictionaries to support independence and confidence.

Sculpture
Sculpture is taught progressively to ensure pupils develop secure understanding of form, structure and materials.
Progression includes:
· KS1: Clay manipulation, joining, imprinting and simple relief work
· LKS2: Introduction of armatures, wire, tin foil and mixed media
· Developing carving, refining and structural techniques
Pupils learn that sculpture is a process of construction, problem-solving and refinement, supported by artist study and structured evaluation.
Collage
Collage is taught as a fine art discipline rather than a craft activity.
Pupils progress from:
· EYFS: Simple tearing, cutting and overlapping
· KS1: Controlled layering to create tone and depth
· KS2: Planned composition, mood and symbolism
Materials are selected purposefully, and pupils are taught to consider colour, texture and spatial relationships in their work.
Printing
Printing follows a clear whole-school progression:
· KS1: Stamp and imprint printing
· LKS2: Collograph texture printing and layered colour
· UKS2: Relief and monoprint tile printing with repetition and registration
Pupils learn technical processes alongside design planning, pattern, cultural context and evaluation.
Artist Study and Cultural Capital
Artists are selected deliberately to broaden pupils’ cultural awareness and understanding of the wider world. Pupils study a range of artists including contemporary artists, historical figures, local influences and global traditions such as Islamic art, Modernism, Impressionism and Surrealism. Artist study supports pupils to explore themes of identity, community, belief, movement and expression, while developing respect for different cultures and creative voices. Discussion and comparison of artists help pupils recognise both similarities and differences across artistic traditions.
4. Oracy and Vocabulary in Art
Oracy is central to learning in Art. Pupils are explicitly taught how to:
· Describe what they see
· Analyse artists’ work
· Explain choices and techniques
· Evaluate their own and others’ work
Lessons regularly include:
· Modelled language
· Sentence stems
· Think–Pair–Share discussions
· Gallery walks and peer critique
Vocabulary is carefully sequenced and revisited so that pupils move from simple descriptive language to confident technical and evaluative terminology.
5. Inclusion and Access for All
We believe that all pupils can succeed in Art. Lessons are designed to ensure accessibility and high expectations through:
· Explicit modelling and visual examples
· Scaffolded tasks and success criteria
· Adaptive tools and materials
· Reduced cognitive load where appropriate
· Step-by-step instruction and repetition
Pupils with SEND are supported to access the same curriculum content, with adjustments made to the process rather than the ambition.

6. Assessment and Evaluation
Assessment in Art is ongoing and formative. Teachers assess pupils through:
· Observation of technique and process
· Sketchbook work
· Pupil discussion and explanation
· Final outcomes and evaluations
Pupils are taught how to evaluate their work using age-appropriate criteria, developing metacognition and artistic intent.
7. Ofsted: Intent, Implementation and Impact
Intent
To provide a carefully sequenced Art curriculum that develops mastery in drawing, painting, sculpture, collage and printing, ensuring pupils build strong foundations, cultural understanding and confidence as artists.
Implementation
· Explicit teaching of skills and techniques
· Progressive curriculum design
· Consistent use of sketchbooks and doodle dictionaries
· High-quality modelling and practice
· Structured opportunities for oracy and evaluation
Impact
As a result:
· Pupils demonstrate clear progression in technical skill
· Pupils talk confidently and accurately about art
· Work shows increasing control, intention and creativity
· Pupils demonstrate appreciation of diverse artists and artistic traditions
· Pupils leave Treeton Primary School well prepared for KS3 Art

